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possession of Indo-China by France does not add much,
if anything, either to her commercial prosperity or to her
military strength in the Far East

Java has had an interesting history under Holland, but
the methods which have been adopted in its government are
not likely to commend themselves to British statesmen.
Almost all that can be said in their favour is that they are
not nearly so bad as those which were carried on before the
arrival of the Dutch. It is only fair that this should be
stated, with regard to not only Java, but also other tropical
regions. A very competent writer on the subject has said:
"The plain fact, which is familiar to every one who has
made a study of native institutions in the tropics, is that,
with very few exceptions, each European Government which
has been established in the tropics since the beginning of the
seventeenth century, however selfish, brutal, and ignorant it
may appear when compared with the best extra-tropical
Governments of the same period, has been wise, liberal, and
beneficent in comparison with the native Government which
it replaced."*

The Germans cannot boast of the success of their
colonies generally, but they claim that Kiao-chau on the
Chinese coast has been successful. We have noted2 the
circumstances under which in 1898 it was transferred on a
lease of 99 years, but with all the rights of sovereignty, to
Germany. The German Government has certainly spared
neither money nor energy in making it successful. They
claim that its harbour is superior to that of any other port
in Eastern Asia. The small fishing village, without streets
or roads, which formerly existed there, has grown into a
beautiful city, built according to a settled plan, with sewers,
a good water-supply, an electric-light installation, beautifully
paved streets, churches, hospitals, and schools both for
Europeans and for Chinese, a post office, a market hall, and
other public institutions. The Shantung Railway Company
has over 300 miles of railway in working order, and it has

1 Ireland, Tke Far Eastern Tropics, p. 170.                      a P, 63,
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